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I could write more at large, but I know virtue for itself is to you
sufficient recommendation. Moreover, Mr. Palmer awaiteth upon
you, who can sufficiently of the ability of the man instruct you.
Assuring you, Sir, that I dare promise more of that man, his truth
and honesty, than of any man that I know alive. And I should
think myself happy to have bred such a servant as I trust His
Majesty should find him. And for your favor to be granted that
man, I shall most heartily beseech you, and think the pleasure
done as to myself. Praying you to pardon my earnest writing, for
the worthiness of the man bears it. And thus begging leave to
trouble you, I pray to God to send you health. From Boulogne,
20 November.
Your own most assuredly,
H. Surrey.27
viii. In spite of the Privy Council, while Surrey continued to
win victories "to the honor and praise of his King" the King
continued to support Surrey; and the people continued to sup-
port their King. The latter showed their approval of the King's
action in the clearest possible way. They granted him money.
On 24 November, 1545,
a Parliament began at Westmynster by aucthoritie whereof was
graunted to the kyng a Subsedy of ii.s.viiLp. [two shillings and
eight pence] of the pound of moueable goodes, and iiii.s. [four
shillings in] the pounde in lande, to be paied in two yere.28
At Boulogne Surrey kept the French from finishing their
fortress by constantly interrupting the workmen. Until Fort
Chatillon was completed the French could not stop the English
from landing their supplies successfully. Taking advantage of
this, Surrey steadily increased his stores in Boulogne. At the
same time he made it difficult for the French to send up supplies
to their forces encamped on the left bank of the Liane River.
By December the troops there were reduced to want and the
French were making strenuous efforts to revictual their fortified
camp and unfinished fortress.
On 4 December the French made a determined attempt to
bring up provisions to their forces in this camp and fortress.
*7 P.R.O., Fr. Corres., VI, 90; printed by Nott, p. 180.            1S Hall, p. 864.